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The First Meeting of Parish Representatives 
On Saturday, August 28, 2021, the parish representatives from each of the five parishes in the 
lower Blackstone Valley region met at Saint Mary Parish in Uxbridge to begin the renewal process. 
In addition to Mass and prayer, the representatives viewed selections from an interview featuring 
Father James Mallon, the founder of Divine Renovation Ministry, and engaged in discussion on 
some of the key principals of parish renewal. In addition, parish representatives reflected on 
questions such as: What are the things about your parish that drive you crazy? What is your dream 
for your parish? If anything were possible, what would it look and feel like? In this first meeting, 
the focus was on a positive vision for the future despite any initial feelings of fear at the prospect 
of parish reconfiguration. The theme for the day was, “Permission to Dream.” Each of the videos 
that were viewed as part of this first meeting are available at www.renewmyparish.org.  
 
An Invitation to Join Us in Prayer 
While the meetings of the parish representative are closed to the public, parishioners from all the 
parishes are invited to come and pray in Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament from 5:00 – 6:00 
pm before the meetings begin. Meetings of the Parish Representatives will take place on the 
following dates: 
 Wednesday, September 8  Good Shepherd Church, Linwood 
 Wednesday, September 22 Saint Augustine Church, Millville 
 Wednesday, October 6  Saint Paul Church, Blackstone 
 Wednesday, October 20  Saint Theresa Church, Blackstone 
 Wednesday, November 3  Saint Mary Church, Uxbridge 
 Wednesday, November 17 TBD 
 Wednesday, December 8  TBD 
 Wednesday, January 5  TBD 
 Wednesday, January 19  TBD 
 
Meeting at Good Shepherd Church in Linwood 
On Wednesday, September 8, 2021, the committee of parish representatives was hosted by the 
team from Good Shepherd Church in Linwood. The committee gathered firstly for prayer, and 
then was given a brief history of Good Shepherd Church before being led on a tour of the campus 
that includes the church, the former school building that now serves as the parish pastoral center 
(which includes a youth center, parish library, classrooms, and meeting spaces), the rectory, and 
the parish hall. Following the tour, the team from Good Shepherd Church gave a thorough 
presentation on what they perceive to be their parish’s greatest strengths as well as its greatest 
weaknesses and identified several opportunities for growth as well as some threats to its mission.  
Then there was a period of questions and answers on a variety of topics pertaining to Good 
Shepherd Church ranging from financial health to the number of Sacraments administered over 
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the course of years. The parish profile for Good Shepherd Church containing all this information 
is now available online at www.renewmyparish.org under the “Resources” tab. The profiles 
from the other parishes will be made available online once the teams have had their opportunity to 
make their presentation to the committee of parish representatives.   
 
A Map of Parishes in the Lower Blackstone Valley Region and the Surrounding Area 
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